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Electric Indigo
Vienna has a very high standard of living—very relaxed with a great

infrastructure.



In some respects, though, Vienna can’t even keep up club-wise with a

provincial town in Georgia or other far-flung Central Asian

semi-republics. I’m sure it’s because Viennese clubs don’t make it a

priority to invest in good sound systems. And that’s a shame.



What to definitely avoid? Getting stuck on Kärntnerstrasse.



Song
Swan song

The fashion elite and art world glitterati should run, not walk, towards these

doors. The ABC's (A.F. Vandevorst, Balenciaga, Comme des Garcons TAO) of

the craft-obsessed style sector have been mastered by owner Myung il Song,

who boldly intersperses younger designers like Hartmann Nordenholz with

established icons like Martin Margiela. To sing further praises, there's also

Check Out Room, open every Saturday with reduced-price designer treasures

for well-clad smart shoppers.



Encore: The store's minimalist aesthetic—metal elements, wooden racks and

concrete slabs for floors—was developed together with architect Gregor

Eichinger using pre-war French industrial pieces and makes for a perfect

setting for Song's rotating exhibitions and performances in its gallery.

Shop | Leopoldstadt
Mon, 13:00 19:00; Tue Fri, 10:00 19:00; Sat, 10:00 18:00

Song
Praterstrasse 11-13, 1020 Vienna
T: +4315322858
E. info@song.at
W. www.song.at

Transport:
[U1][U4] at Schwedenplatz;

[Tram]N at Gredlerstrasse

design
fashion
gallery

“Vienna’s most beautiful avantgarde clothes store

and gallery space.”
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Zum finsteren Stern
Dark star, bright gourmet lights

Imaginative fine dining in the First District with reasonable prices and an

unpretentious uniquely Viennese atmosphere? A definite go!



Housed in the 16th-century Palais Collato, the restaurant is on the ground and

lower level with vaulted ceilings and contemporary carved wood walls. From

the two small daily menus you can devise a six-course tasting menu. Start

with stinging nettle ravioli with hops and sprouts, end with brie de meaux

marninated in Grand Marnier. The wine selection is also very well tuned.



A true highlight of the "Dark Star" (Zum finsteren Stern) experience: summer

al fresco dining in this quiet romantic cobblestone street where an occasional

fiaker (horse carriage) passes by. With only ten tables outside, make sure to

reserve in advance.

Food | First district
Mon Sat, 17:00 1:00

Zum finsteren Stern
Schulhof 8, 1010 Vienna
T: +431435352100

Transport:
[U3] at Herrengasse; [Bus] 1A at

Heidenschuss/Am Hof

Mediterranean
sidewalk
dining
fine
dining
garden
dining
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“My favorite restaurant—Ella’s kitchen is

imaginative and super tasty, this place feels like

home to me. If the weather is nice, check out the

wonderful outdoor area.”
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Polyklamott
Seconds, please

This establishment offers cool second hand clothes at a bargain. Whether

classic American vintage 50-50 poly-cotton shirts, Nordic knitwear sweaters,

ballroom dresses or shoes and sneakers of all ages, the curated choice is

surprising, as is the higher-than-average quality aspect. And for that finishing

touch, Polyklamott carries a bevy of accessories fit for a costume department:

sunglasses, belts, ties, scarves and wigs are all found in abundance.



On busy Fridays you'll bump into the typical Viennese retro-fashionista crowd,

sourcing their outfits before the weekend. Also featured: original designs by

Polyklamott and several other up-and-coming local designers. Sometimes

their stuff is grossly overpriced but you can always talk to them and negotiate

a price.

Shop | Mariahilf
Mon Fri, 11:00 19:30; Sat, 11:00 18:00

Polyklamott
Hofmühlgasse 6, 1060  Vienna
T: +4319690337
E. post@polyklamott.at
W. www.polyklamott.at

Transport:
[U4] at Pilgramgasse; [BUS] 13A,

57A at Esterhazygasse; [BUS]

13A at Magdalenenstrasse
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“Looking for cool second hand clothes with a lot of

style? This is where you have to go.”
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Substance
Musical explosion

Specializing in indie, alternative, dub and electronica, Substance's selection is

more than substantial. What's more, there's a small jazz section tucked away

in the corner, mostly with vinyl reissues, that guarantees surprises and

precious finds. Get digging.

Shop | Neubau
Mon Fri, 11:00 19:30; Sat, 10:00 18:00

Substance
Westbahnstrasse 16, 1070

Vienna
T: +4315236757
E. office@substance-store.com 
W. www.substance-store.com

Transport:
[U3] at Neubaugasse; [Tram]49 at

Zieglergasse; [Bus]13A at

Westbahnstrasse 

vinyl
music
records

“Sophisticated selection of electronic and

alternative music on vinyl and cd. Also a recource

for acquiring books and magazines.”
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Naturhistorisches Museum
Taxidermists' delight

Vienna’s museum of natural history works like a cabinet of worldly curiosities.

Major renovations—its exhibition halls were only equipped with electrical

lighting in the late 1990s—helped the revered institution shed much its former

Old World patina. It now prides itself with a handsome gift shop and new cafe

Nautilus.



But its glorious collection still remains the same: With some 20 million

specimens and artifacts, the collection of the Naturhistorisches Museum is

one of the oldest in the world. Still a little heavy on the stuffed wildlife and

preserved reptiles, the museum has enacted a clear effort to modernize and

child-pad its splendid building.



Collection highlights include the “Venus of Willendorf,” a tiny statue of a rather

voluptuous female figure dating from circa 24,000 B.C. discovered by

archeologists in the Lower Austrian town of Willendorf in 1908, the giant

skeleton of a Diplodocus—the longest terrestrial vertebrate that ever

lived—and a

Culture | First district
Wed, 9:00 21:00; Thu Mon, 9:00 18:30; Tue, Closed

Naturhistorisches Museum
Burgring 7, 1010 Vienna
T: +431521770
E. waswannwo@nhm-wien.ac.at
W. www.nhm-wien.ac.at/...

Transport:
[U2] [U3] at Volkstheater

natural
history
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 giant 258 pound topaz in the museum’s famed

collection of minerals. Kids will go wild over the

live insects and spiders on show in the

downstairs vivarium (the mothers, perhaps not

so much).

“Visit the beetle collection. ”

p9 p10



Neue Donau

Entlastungsgerinne
Get naked!

With 20 kilometers of beach and natural bathing areas on either side of the

Neue Donau (New Danube), Vienna is never short of space to swim and

sunbathe, even on the hottest of summer days. Added bonus for those who

prefer lounging in their "birthday suits": you can legally enjoy the warm

weather sans clothing.



Nudism, known as FKK or Freie Korperkultur (literally "free body culture"), is

allowed in designated areas both in the northern and southern sections.

Because the northern end has limited access and lacks infrastructure like

public toilets we suggest the south-side, where the FKK area starts at the

access road to the Ölhafen Lobau. Still not sure where you can go naked?

Just follow the inline skaters and cyclists insouciantly airing their Speedos and

thongs (as if they really needed airing).



The "Entlastungsgerinne," an artificial arm of water, emerged when the Neue

Donau and the Donauinsel were constructed between 1972 and 1987 to

prevent flooding. The water is not free-flowing

Escapism | Donaustadt
Daily, 24 Hours. Swimming Forbidden During Bad Weather.

Neue Donau

Entlastungsgerinne
Raffinieriestrasse, 1220 Vienna
W. www.wien-vienna.at/...

Transport:
[BUS] 91 at Lobgrundstrasse
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 which makes it ideal for swimming, boating,

water skiing and windsurfing. Water quality is

generally good, though the area is off-limits

during inclement weather. Hail doesn't feel so

good on the skin.

“You can just jump into the water naked without

hassles and go for a good swim.”
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Reichsbrücke
A 1976 trauma

The Reichsbrücke, or "Empire's Bridge," has the proud title of Vienna's most

famous and most utilized bridge. Sprawled across the Danube, the bridge

traffics over 500,000 cars daily as well as walkers, cyclists and U-Bahn tracks.



It wouldn't be a Viennese landmark without some history, which was made on

the morning of August 1st, 1976, when the bridge collapsed, killing one

person. Rebuilt after an international competition, the bridge is now fully

restored and rebuilt with a layer of sound absorbing tarmac to boot!



Take a walk over the bridge at night for a view of Vienna alight—if you get tired

half way across just hop on one of the three night bus stops along the span.

Culture | Donaustadt

Reichsbrücke
Reichsbrücke, 1220 Vienna

Transport:
[U1] at Donauinsel

architecture
legendary
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“Everyone visiting Vienna should see this.”
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